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more abrupt changes as enormous stores of
methane hydrate, a gas with several times the
heat retention capacity of carbon dioxide, is
released from the ocean floor and expanses of
permafrost? These gases are released as the
natural mechanisms keeping them seques-
tered are broken down by warming. Perma-
frost melts. Ocean temperature and acidity
rise. The historical record contains strong evi-
dence that abrupt climate change has cor-
responded with a single release of vast stores
of methane hydrate.

This uncertainty is real. It stands in stark
contrast to the alleged uncertainties that have
been manufactured by those who stand to
profit by perpetuating the status quo as long
as possible.

To resolve and manage the real uncertainty,
we must have the best scientific information
possible at our fingertips in order to weigh
risks and benefits of all available policy re-
sponses. That is only one of the reasons that
the casualness with which this Administration
sends unqualified political appointees to edit
scientific findings is so pernicious. It is also
destructive because accurate information is
the bedrock of any democratic society. With-
out it, citizens cannot hold their leaders ac-
countable for their actions, or in this case, in-
actions.

Sadly, such distortion of the truth has a
proven track record of effectiveness. Indeed
an entire industry has been created to manu-
facture scientific doubt where there is none. It
is a technique that was mainstreamed by the
tobacco industry and refined by others who
stand to profit from scientific obfuscation like
the chemical industry and the pharmaceutical
industry. In fact, an entire industry that spe-
cializes in creating scientific uncertainty has
taken root. It consists of PR agencies, pseudo
scientific consultants and well paid think tanks.
The strategy not only works, but is profitable.

Making matters worse, today we will see
evidence that the taxpayers have been sub-
sidizing the distortion of the findings of world
class scientists on the topic. At best, it is cor-
porate welfare. At worst, it undermines democ-
racy and puts the delicate ecosystems on
which we all intimately depend, at risk. My
hope is that this hearing marks the beginning
of the end of this practice.
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Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, on January 19,
2007, Hrant Dink, a distinguished Armenian
journalist, was shot dead outside the offices of
his newspaper Agos in Istanbul, Turkey. A
progressive voice of reason and hope for Ar-
menians living in Turkey and around the
world, Hrant Dink fought tirelessly to engage
the Turkish community in open discussion of
the many injustices Armenians have experi-
enced in the past and present including the
Genocide of 1915 and current human rights
violations.

Hrant Dink struggied daily with the difficul-
ties of disclosing the Armenian Genocide to
the public in Turkey, yet he continued to make
the difficult his lifelong passion. In his weekly
columns, Dink often spoke of the complexities
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he felt being an Armenian who happened to
be a citizen of Turkey—a country that fails to
acknowledge that the Armenian Genocide oc-
curred. As a result, Dink was charged and
convicted of insulting Turkey’s identity. In Oc-
tober 2005, after writing about the Armenian
Genocide, he was given a 6-month suspended
sentence.

Hrant Dink was killed because he was a
courageous and outspoken journalist and con-
tinued to write his columns in hopes of edu-
cating and informing the people of Turkey. As
Turkey continues to evolve as a modern sec-
ular state, it must understand that democracy
requires more than free elections; freedom of
the press is essential.

| express my condolences to the family, and
colleagues of Hrant Dink. He was a coura-
geous, committed columnist, and a mentor
and friend to many. He will be remembered
and missed.

HONORING THE MILITARY SERV-
ICE OF STAFF SERGEANT EVER-
ETT PATTON
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay public tribute to Army Staff
Sergeant Everett Patton for his courageous
service to our country during his recent de-
ployment in Iraq. Staff Sergeant Patton, a resi-
dent of Owensboro, Kentucky, is currently re-
covering from severe burns at the Brooke
Medical Center in Fort Sam Houston, Texas
following an |IED attack.

Staff Sergeant Patton began his military ca-
reer in the United States Marine Corps. After
a brief tenure working in civilian construction,
Mr. Patton and his wife Christy enlisted in the
Army in January 1999. He was first assigned
as a Specialist in the heavy construction
equipment operator field with C Company 5th
Engineer Battalion at Fort Leonard Wood, Mis-
souri.

Staff Sergeant Patton reenlisted in 2002 and
was placed in the 562nd Engineer Company
in Alaska as squad leader. He was deployed
to Operation Iraqi Freedom in July 2005 for
his first six-month tour as part of the 172nd
Stryker Brigade. He returned to Iraq for a sec-
ond tour in 2006.

While operating a bulldozer, Staff Sergeant
Patton struck an IED that exploded and quick-
ly engulfed his vehicle in flames. Gratefully, he
survived the explosion but suffered severe
burns over almost 70% of his body.

Staff Sergeant Patton is making a remark-
able recovery in the burn unit at Brooke Med-
ical Center in Fort Sam Houston, Texas. On
January 29th, he was honored with the Purple
Heart Award. He remains in high spirits with
the love and support of his wife and five chil-
dren.

| would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude to Staff Sergeant Patton for
selflessly standing in harm’s way to protect
our freedom and way of life. His courage and
sacrifice represent the very best of what it
means to be a United States soldier and cit-
izen.

It is my great privilege to recognize Staff
Sergeant Everett Patton today, before the en-
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tire U.S. House of Representatives, for his
generous service and unflinching duty to our
great country. My colleagues and | wish him a
quick return to good health.
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Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of my friend Nathan Bar-
rett, who passed away January 25, 2007, in
Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

Nathan Barrett was a pillar of the commu-
nity of Warren and Bradley County for dec-
ades. After serving in the U.S. Army during
the Korean War, Nathan returned to Warren
where he was the owner and operator of Bar-
rett-Pirtle Pharmacy since 1960. In 1964, Na-
than received the A.H. Robins Bowl of Hygeia
Award, one of the most prestigious profes-
sional pharmacy honors in Arkansas. In 2005,
Nathan was honored by the Arkansas State
Board of Pharmacy for 50 years of service as
a certified pharmacist.

Nathan was a member of the First Baptist
Church of Warren where he served as Dea-
con, Sunday School Director and member of
the choir. Nathan was also a member of the
Warren Rotary Club, past President of the
Bradley County Chamber of Commerce, an
Eagle Scout and a member of Order of the
Arrow in the Boy Scouts of America. His dedi-
cation to making Warren and South Arkansas
a better place to live could not have been
greater.

| am glad our paths crossed and that | had
the honor of knowing Nathan and calling him
my friend.

My deepest condolences go to his wife,
Mary King Barrett of Warren; his two daugh-
ters, Edie Coleman of Ft. Worth, Texas, and
Laurie Moore of Ruston, Louisiana; his sister,
Peggy Barrett of Greenbriar; and to his 4
grandchildren. Nathan Barrett will be greatly
missed in Warren and throughout the state of
Arkansas.

HONORING ACADIANA HIGH
SCHOOL’S WRECKIN’ RAMS
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Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Acadiana High
School Wreckin’ Rams for winning the 5A Lou-
isiana State Football Championship in the Su-
perdome last month. The Wreckin’ Rams de-
feated Sulphur High School 13-10 to win their
first-ever state title. The victory was capped off
by a last minute 32-yard field goal by Drew
Alleman.

After kicking a 42-yard field goal to tie the
game at 10-10, Alleman split the uprights on
the game’s final play to seal Acadiana’s win.
The championship ended a 13-2 season for
the Rams.

Acadiana’s coach, Ted Davidson, expressed
his excitement after the game. “This is the
most competitive team I've ever coached. This
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